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warmly thanked me in writing. " W/s " letter,
herewith given, is one more confirmation of my
views of the " belittlings " :
That Sir Sidney Lee, in his biography of the
late Bang, is inclined to underestimate the part
played by His Majesty in the consolidation of the
Entente will be denied by none 'of those English
people who happened to be in Paris at the time the
Sovereign paid his first State visit to the French
capitaL The Entente Cordiale was then in an
embryonic stage, and, as far as the French nation
at large was concerned, had practically no existence
at all.
The dead silence, rendered all the more striking
by the utterance here and there of an unmistakably
British cheer, that greeted the Sovereign on the
day of his entry; the huge force of police, evi-
dently under strict orders to suppress any attempt
at a hostile demonstration; the freezing attitude
of the crowds, must have been as painful to the
feelings of the Kong as they were to his subjects.
" The whole thing is a fiasco/' said a prominent
French politician, one who had been most active
in endeavouring to promote a better understanding
between the two countries, as the Royal carriage
disappeared behind the gates of the British
Embassy.
But before twenty-four hours had passed the
magnetic personality of the King had worked a
miracle. He had taken hold of the imagination
of Paris. In a night the attitude of the crowd had
changed from utter indifference to warm sympathy,
which soon turned to positive enthusiasm* Those
three or four days did more to clear away the mis-
understandings of years than any political agree-
ment. A few far-seeing statesmen gave the